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CENTRE FOR NATIONAL RESILIENCE 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [1.50 pm]: On 30 July 2021, the former Liberal–National federal 
government announced that it would fund and oversee the construction of a quarantine facility in Western Australia—
to be known as the Centre for National Resilience Perth—for use in the management of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
It selected a site on commonwealth land that is located in Bullsbrook. This belated decision was made almost 
18 months into the pandemic and, as a consequence, the state government was left to manage the quarantine of 
people in hotels, which, as we know, were never intended for that purpose. 
A memorandum of understanding between the commonwealth and WA governments was signed on 16 August 2021 
agreeing that the commonwealth government would build and own the facility and the Western Australian government 
would be responsible for its operation as a quarantine facility for the COVID-19 pandemic. At the time this agreement 
was signed, there was a high degree of uncertainty about the future of the pandemic, with the Delta variant raging in the 
eastern states. Construction of the facility was expected to be complete by the first quarter of 2022. The then federal 
government later advised that due to delays in the construction process, the facility would not be ready until later in 2022. 
Following commonwealth government changes to vaccination requirements for international travellers in July 2022, 
quarantine requirements ceased. However, Western Australia will meet its obligations by commissioning the facility 
for 12 months. The state has appointed Serco Australia Pty Ltd to provide commissioning and care and maintenance 
services for the facility, for an estimated cost of $13 million over this 12-month period. 
Commissioning activities have been underway for several weeks. The care and maintenance operation is expected 
to commence from 12 October. The contract ensures that the facility will be commissioned and ready should it be 
required for quarantine purposes in the future or for emergency accommodation in the event of a natural disaster, 
such as a bushfire, flood or cyclone. 
The state government has a responsibility to ensure that our state is prepared for the worst over the next 12 months 
by preparing this facility for appropriate use if necessary. Western Australia has considered other uses for the facility 
during the initial 12-month term, including as temporary accommodation for interstate and international skilled 
workers and for people at risk of becoming homeless. However, the facility was found to be unsuitable for these 
uses, primarily due to its isolated location, constraints around the design based on short-stay quarantine and the 
lack of surrounding services and amenities. 
The Department of Training and Workforce Development consulted with industry to explore its use for skilled 
workers and found that in addition to concerns about location and facility design, there was uncertainty around the 
timing of workers arriving and the demand in the immediate term. I understand that the commonwealth is considering 
alternative options and may consider some broader uses. It may be that a suitable alternative use can be found that 
we would support. Either way, Western Australia will honour its agreement to ensure that the facility is safely maintained 
and kept in good working order for the next 12 months before its operation is transferred to the commonwealth. 
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